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In prayer, I often reflect on the story of the ten lepers, especially the nine 
who did not return to give thanks to Jesus. Leprosy, now called Hansen’s 
Disease, was not only disfiguring but also deeply isolating. To be healed 
meant being welcomed back into society after years of exclusion. It is easy 
to imagine those nine being so overwhelmed with joy and so eager to return 
to normal life that they forgot to go back and thank the one who had made 
their healing possible.

They were focused on what came next. They were ready to move forward 
and did not take the time to look back with gratitude. I can think of many 
times in my own life when I have been like one of those nine. There have 

been moments when I did not pause to give God the thanks He deserves. Perhaps you have experienced that as well. 
Yet there are also moments when we do remember. The more often I say thank you to someone for a kind word, a job 
well done, or a blessing in my life, the more natural it becomes to express that same gratitude to God.

For us as Catholics, the most important moment of our week is the Sunday celebration of the Mass. The word Eucharist 
means “thanksgiving.” In that sacred hour, we have the opportunity to thank God for everything He has done for us 
throughout our lives, and especially in the week that has just passed.

As you read through this edition of the magazine, you will find many reasons to give thanks. We are thankful for Sacred 
Heart School, for the students and families who make it such a special place, and for the many people who, through 
their time, prayers, and generosity, help the mission of our school continue to grow. We are especially grateful for the 
members of St. Vincent de Paul Parish, who so faithfully support Sacred Heart as part of their parish mission, and for 
the dedicated faculty and staff who bring that mission to life each day through their work, witness, and care.

I encourage you to be like the one who returned to Jesus and gave thanks. Take time in prayer to thank God for your 
life, for your loved ones, and for the blessing of being part of this school community. We give thanks to God, and as you 
read through From the Heart, we give thanks to you.

In Christ, 

Father Joe Corel
Pastor
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Dear Gremlin Family,
 
As I reflect on the 24-25 school year, I realize how quickly the year went by! It is 
with sincere  gratitude that I say “thank you” to all of our alumni, students, families, 
St. Vincent de Paul parishioners, faculty and staff who have kept us in their prayers 
this year. With God’s help, we finished an incredible school year full of growth and 
amazing opportunities, and I am so thankful for every person who contributed to 
our success. I’ve been asked to share some of my biggest sources of pride, and 
although there are too many to document in a newsletter, here are the ones that, 
for a variety of reasons, seem special to me.
 
Our students are a unique and varied bunch with many different cultural back-
grounds. What seems to unite them is their love for our school, each other, and God. From Pre-K to 12th 
grade, our students have opportunities to learn, grow, and thrive like no other student body in our area. Not 
only are they academically driven as demonstrated by IOWA scores and scholarships offered, but more im-
portantly, they are focused on making our community and world better by their acts of service and kindness. 
Watching our students grow into the people Christ calls them to be is a pleasure. I have such a great job!
 
I am convinced that we have the most loyal and caring faculty and staff around. Their spirit of flexibility, coop-
eration, and support of our school has been very evident this year. In my first year as principal, I found myself 
navigating uncharted territory. Although I was confident it would all work out, I wasn’t sure how to accomplish 
all of the things we needed done.
 
I shouldn’t have worried too much as we all came together and made it a great year. Our faculty and staff rec-
ognized that a successful school year depended on all of us working together and pitching in with a positive 
and collaborative attitude. I love our faculty and staff and I am so proud to say I work at Sacred Heart!
 

I have had the pleasure of meeting with and talking to lots of people in our Sacred Heart community this past 
year, including people just like you. Alumni, parents, clergy, and students who see the special things happening 
at Sacred Heart School and want to support it. Our greater Gremlin community has prayed for, donated to, par-
ticipated in, and shown up for us when we have asked you to! This support has added to our “can do” attitude 
and shown me that we truly are all in this together. Having people ask, “What can I do to help?” has shown me 
that our community loves our school and wants us to succeed. Your support is felt and so very appreciated!
 
As we head toward the last half of summer, please pray for our students, staff, administration, and school. Our 
greatest gifts are the God-given ones and I count you among the blessings he has shown our school and me. 
Thank you for all you do to make our school such a special place.
 
In Him,

Suzann Jenkins
Principal
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RECOGNIZING EXTRAORDINARY 
ACCOMPLISHMENTS

Eighth Hall of Fame Class Inducted on April 26, 2025

Since 2017, the Sacred Heart Foundation has celebrated and honored more than 50 members of the 
school family at the Sacred Heart School Hall of Fame annual recognition ceremony. Recipients have 
included alumni, faculty, staff, clergy and laity who have demonstrated achievements in academics, 
athletics, service and leadership. The 2025 Hall of Fame class includes Jeannine Dove, Sharon Dey, 
Dr. Kevin Gerke ‘91, Ted Meyer ‘57, Sherry Shanahan Walker ‘65 and the 2009-2012 Boys Golf Teams.

The evening began with Mass at St. Patrick Chapel with Fr. Joe Corel presiding, followed by a recep-
tion, school tours, dinner and the official induction ceremony.

Kyle Herrick ‘82, Foundation president, said the ceremony is a favorite for him.“It’s a little bit of a 
homecoming, mixed with nostalgia and topped with a lot of pride,” he said. “This year’s class is amaz-
ing. We recognized three stellar teachers who touched thousands of lives over their careers, several 
outstanding alumni and winning  athletic teams that brought home multiple championships to the 
school.”    
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Inductee Sharon Dey was a mathematics teacher at SHS for 40 years and summed up many of the 
feelings of the night.“This school means so much to me,” she said. “Everybody who comes here and 
has anything to do with this school knows there is just a spirit in this place.”

For more information about the Sacred Heart School Hall of Fame, the nomination process and to 
read the biographies for all inductees, visit the Alumni page at  www. gogremlins.com or email 
shfoundation@gogremlins.com.

The Sacred Heart School Hall of Fame selection committee seeks nominations for the next class of
inductees. Nomination forms are available online under the Alumni page at www.gogremlins.com.
Nominations are due by Nov. 3, 2025. For more information, or to submit a nomination, visit the Alumni 
page at gogremlins.com, or email HallofFame@gogremlins.com.

Scan the QR code to watch the 
Hall of Fame Inductee video tributes.


