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When we say YES to God’s call, we’re not just affirming our personal faith. 
We’re also contributing to a communal faith that profoundly shapes our 
lives and the lives of those around us. This collective YES is a transformative 
force at Sacred Heart School of St. Vincent de Paul Parish. We see its power 
in our alumni, whose lives reflect their commitment to the vocations God 
has planned for them. Their YES inspires and strengthens our community, 
showing us the profound impact of our collective faith.
We extend our heartfelt congratulations and joy for Father Christopher 
Hoffmann’s YES to God’s call to the priesthood. His journey, shared in this 
issue, is a testament to the strength and courage it takes to embrace God’s 
plans wholeheartedly. His YES signifies a lifetime devoted to serving others 
and spreading God’s love.
We celebrate these YES moments, recognizing that each one is a step 
toward fulfilling God’s unique plan for each of us. Over the summer, we 
have been able to participate in assisting each other in God’s plan by saying 
YES to making these faith-filled moments possible throughout our campus:

•	 Attending and participating in Fr. Hoffmann’s Ordination, Masses of 
Thanksgiving and reception

•	 Participating in the St. Vincent de Paul Corpus Christi procession
•	 Welcoming the National Eucharistic Procession to our campus for two 

Eucharistic Processions, a carry-in dinner, catechetical presentation, 
overnight adoration, and 6:30 am Mass

It’s not just about saying YES to our vocation. It’s about the everyday YESes   
that help us live out our vocational call to discipleship. In the pages that 
follow, you’ll read about many YES moments. I am deeply grateful for all of 
you who say YES to God’s call. Your YES makes a difference in the energy 
and vitality of our parishes and communities. It’s these everyday YESes that 	

						       inspire us all to listen closely and respond with open hearts.
						       Rev. Joseph S. Corel  
						       Pastor 
       						       St. Vincent de Paul

Fr. Joe Corel gives a blessing to the Fr. Hoffmann 
during his ordination at the Cathedral of St. Joseph.
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A few months ago, I had an epiphany that completely changed my perspective on serving as President of          
Sacred Heart School. During my first year in this role, I heard the phrase “Sacred Heart is different” more times 
than I can count. We don’t really fit the mold of other schools in our community, our Diocese, or even around  
the country.

I caught myself trying to fit our Heart into a round hole. I saw our differences as obstacles. Then it hit me.          
Sacred Heart School’s differences are its opportunities! That shift in mindset broke down barriers and created a 
floodgate of ideas and strategies in our continued pursuit of operational vitality, spiritual growth, and academic 
excellence. I enthusiastically embrace that Sacred Heart is unique and wonderfully made. (And if you have met 
me, you know how enthusiastic I can be!) 

I share this enthusiasm with our newly appointed administration: Mrs. Suzann Jenkins, Principal; and Ms. Jane 
McMullin, Interim High School Principal. While new to their roles, both have been dedicated members of our        
St. Vincent de Paul and Sacred Heart School community for decades. Mrs. Jenkins, Ms. McMullin, and I comprise 
the three-person leadership team that reports directly to the pastor of St. Vincent de Paul, Fr. Joe Corel. Great 
movement in our mission is happening.

Sacred Heart may not fit any one mold, but you fit in with us! In fact, there is a place for everyone at Sacred 
Heart School. You are the lifeline that keeps us beating strong. A thriving community and positive culture are 
built when we all come together, working hand in hand. Your participation is wanted and needed! We are         
excited about a Sacred Heart future with you in it. 

Please continue to keep us in your prayers as you are in ours.

Mrs. Nikki Howell 
President of Sacred Heart School
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Mrs. Suzann Jenkins - Principal
Mrs. Jenkins will guide and support the growth and success of our daycare, preschool, elementary (K-
5), and junior high (6-8) offerings. For over 25 years, Mrs. Jenkins has been deeply involved in the life of 
our school and parish, contributing to various committees and dedicating six years as a member of our         
faculty. 

Ms. Jane McMullin ‘87 - Interim High School Principal
Ms. McMullin will concentrate on high school academics, behavior, and faculty development. In addition to 
her administrative duties, she will continue to teach four classes. Ms. McMullin discovered at a very early 
age that teaching at Sacred Heart School was where she wanted to be. She has answered that calling to 
the fullest, which is evident in her 33-year teaching career, her dedication to her students, and her love for 
Sacred Heart School. 
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The Sacred Heart School Hall of 
Fame selection committee seeks 
nominations for the next class of 
inductees. Nomination forms are 
available online under the Alumni 
page at www.gogremlins.com. 
Nominations are due by Nov. 3, 
2024. For more information, email: 
HallofFame@gogremlins.com.

PAST SACRED HEART SCHOOL 

HALL OF FAME INDUCTEES

2017 
Richard Bahner ‘70

Fr. Jack Behen (posthumously)

Paul Beykirch ‘73

Barbara (Lamy) ‘54 and Jim Cooney ‘46

William Freund ‘73

Kyle Herrick ‘82

Marvella (Butler) ‘49 and Jay Twenter 

Rosalie (Meyers) Weller ‘49

The Priests & Sisters of the Order                 

of the Precious Blood

2018
Fr. Vince Hoying, C.PP.S.
Chris Lawson ’85
Mary Jo (Welliver) McMullin ’51
Richard C. Pfeiffer ’61
Lee C. Redmond ’57
Col. Philip J. White, USAF, (ret.) ’48
Sacred Heart School “Pioneer” 
Class of 1945

2019
David Brown ‘68
Jamie Melchert ‘88
David Rouchka ‘61
Donald Stohr ‘52 (posthumously) 
MaryAnn (Kuhlman) Stohr ‘49
Jim Wanserski ‘70
Melvin “Pete” Emerson (posthumously)
The 1998 Cast and Crew of the musical ‘Godspell’
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SACRED HEART SCHOOL
Festivities began with Mass at St. Patrick Chapel with Fr. Mark Miller 
and Fr. Joe Corel presiding. Guests were then invited to Sacred Heart 
School for a reception and school tours, followed by dinner and the 
official induction ceremony. 

The 2024 Hall of Fame class members are Donald and Bonnie Brown; 
Bill and Caroline Huhman; John Herring; David Dick; and Joseph 
Fischer. For more information about the Sacred Heart School Hall 
of Fame or the nomination process, visit the alumni page at www.
gogremlins.com or email shfoundation@gogremlins.com.

All Hall of Fame inductees and their biographies are available online 
on the Alumni page at www.gogremlins.com.

honored its seventh class of inductees into the 
Sacred Heart School Hall of Fame on April 13, 2024.



2020/2021 (INDUCTED IN 2021 DUE TO COVID)
Marilyn (Fischer) ‘68 and Jack Arnold
Fr. Andrew Brunswick C.PP.S. (posthumously)
Bonnie Diefendorf
Cecilia and Leo Gerke (posthumously)
Sue (Keller) Wise-Hoersten ‘58
Will Kraus ‘92
Jane McMullin ‘87
Fr. Mark Miller C.PP.S.

2022
Theresa (Twenter) Bain ‘74
Francis (posthumously) and Ruth (Meyers) Mergen ‘46
Tim and Sally (Fechtel) Alley ‘69
Tony and Teressa Simon
David Fall ‘78 and the 2007 & 2008 Missouri Class 1 
State Volleyball Championship teams

2023
Ken Mosier ‘70
Coach Tom Jennewein
Patricia (Ryan) ‘53 and James Fall ‘53
Dr. Mark Register ‘75
Karolyn (Lamb) Spears ‘65
The Founding Members of the Sacred Heart Foundation
(Fr. Vincent Hoying, Bill Register, Art Borgmeyer and Don V. Miller)
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Scan the QR code 
to watch the Hall of 
Fame Inductee video 
tributes.

Donald and Bonnie Brown
(posthumously)

Don and Bonnie Brown dedicated over 70 years of faith-
filled service to Sacred Heart and St. Vincent de Paul Parish. 
They made many sacrifices to ensure that their six children 
(Peggy ‘66, David ‘68, Bill ‘70, Greg ‘72, Jeff ‘75, and Julie ‘83) 
attended Sacred Heart School from first grade through 
graduation.

Donald Brown was born on May 25, 1927, in Sedalia, MO, 
the son of Howard and Bessie Brown. He graduated from 
Smith-Cotton High School in 1945 and promptly volunteered 

for the US Navy near the end of WWII. Shortly after, Don was hired by Missouri Public 
Service (the local power company) for fifty cents per hour. He held several positions with 
MPS until he retired upon completing 42 years of service.

LaVahn (Bonnie) Brown was born on July 16, 1926, in Pilot Grove, MO, the daughter of 
George and Helen Klenklen. Bonnie attended the Catholic school through grade 8 and 
graduated from Pilot Grove High School. After graduation, she worked briefly for the MKT 
Railroad and later enrolled in the Sedalia Business College, where she met Don. Soon after 
marrying in 1947, she began the hard and rewarding work of having and mothering six 
children.

Don and Bonnie were devoted members of Sacred Heart Church and invested countless 
hours into school and parish life. Don was a member of the Knights of Columbus. While the 
kids were in school, Don was active in scouting and Little League sports. He was the go-to 
guy for maintaining the school-wide clock system. Bonnie was a member of the Daughters 
of Isabella and worked in the school cafeteria for several years. Later in life, they tended to 
the flower gardens around campus. Don built the pedestal boxes that support the statues 
on the side altars at Sacred Heart Chapel.

Bonnie passed away November 11, 2018. Don preceded her in death December 24, 2017. 

In 2022, Dave and Greg established the Don and Bonnie Brown Legacy Scholarship as 
a tribute to their parents. The scholarship, managed by the Sacred Heart Foundation, 
provides tuition assistance to Sacred Heart students who are members of St. Vincent 
de Paul Parish.  Dave indicated that he and Greg decided to establish a scholarship in 
memory of their parents to help Sacred Heart School live on. “Our parents set the example 
to follow,” said Dave. “We think the legacy they started with us should continue through 
other St. Vincent de Paul parish families. The endowment is a good way to do that.”

2024 Hall of Fame Inductees
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Bill and Caroline Huhman
(Posthumously)

John Herring embodies the spirit of giving that Sacred Heart School aspires to instill in its students. John 
was born in Minneapolis, MN, to Marie J. and Burnsley U. Herring. He spent his 8th grade, junior, and 
senior years at Sacred Heart School. While there, he was active as a crossing guard, an altar boy, and a 
member of the basketball team and choir. He graduated in 1962 as a Gremlin. 

After graduation, John worked for the US Coast and Geodetic Survey (now the National Oceanic and 
Atmospheric Administration) surveying for the Minuteman missile sites in the Central US until 1965, when 
he was drafted into the US Army. While in the Army, he traveled extensively, with two tours in Germany 
and one each in Vietnam and Korea. Some of the recognition he earned in the service of our country 
include the Legion of Merit, Defense Meritorious Service Medal, Army Meritorious Service Medal (1 OLC), 

Purple Heart, and Bronze Star Medal (1 OLC). 

While a Second Lieutenant in Germany, John became aware of the College Level Examination Program (CLEP). At that time, a person could 
take five tests to earn college credit. Although he hadn’t yet attended college, John took and passed all five tests, earning 30 hours of college 
credit. After Vietnam, the Army offered to pay his way to college if he could complete the coursework in just 21 months, which he did. He 
said the stellar education he received at Sacred Heart School made this possible. 

John earned a bachelor’s degree in Mathematics from the University of Tampa and a master’s in Systems Management from the University 
of Southern California. In 1992, John retired from the military and enrolled in George Washington University’s Masters of Education program, 
earning a teaching certificate in Virginia. He then taught eighth-grade math in Fairfax County, VA, retiring after ten years of teaching.

Despite the distance, John reconnected with Sacred Heart School in a big way when he received a letter from a student, thanking him for 
donating a water fountain. Since then, John has connected with numerous faculty, staff, and students via letters, text, emails, and even 
Zoom! He has been instrumental in many capital improvements, including the restroom renovations, Little Gremlins playground, the 
Annual Fund Drive matching challenges, and numerous Sacred Heart Wish List items. In 2023, he offered to cover the testing fees for any 
student who took the CLEP tests and invested in future generations of students by establishing the Herring Legacy Scholarship Endowment 
with the Sacred Heart Foundation. His energetic, giving spirit and pen pal friendship throughout the years have won over many HEARTS 
at Sacred Heart! 

Bill and Caroline Huhman are remembered for their dedicated lives filled with service and love to 
their family and to Sacred Heart Parish and School. Both were born and raised in small communities 
in Missouri. Bill, born on October 17, 1928, was the son of William and Frances Stockman Huhman. 
Caroline, born on July 14, 1932, was the daughter of Ted and Kate Wilbers Rackers. Caroline 
finished 8th grade at St. Margaret’s in Osage Bend. Bill left school early to support his family’s dairy 
farm due to his father’s illness. He served in the US Army during the Korean War.

Bill and Caroline were married on September 9, 1950, at St. Margaret’s in Osage Bend. In 1954, 
they moved the family to Sedalia after purchasing the Tom’s Food Distributorship, which they 
operated until their retirement in 1994. Caroline also ran a successful sewist business from their 
home. During that time, they raised five children: Ron ‘69, Linda ’71, Karen ’72, Charli ‘74, and Patty ’81. Their family extended to 
include 14 grandchildren (six Sacred Heart graduates), 19 great-grandchildren, and a great-great-grandchild.

Beyond work, they were deeply involved in various organizations and activities throughout the community, especially at Sacred 
Heart Parish and School. Faith was central to everyday life. Anchored by their faith, the Huhmans were ushers and served on the 
Parish Council and various commissions for many years. They were instrumental in conducting the parish’s first bazaar and were 
highly involved in the many that followed. If there was a project in the school or parish during the 1960s, 70s, or 80s, you can almost 
guarantee that the Huhmans were involved. 

Caroline (along with Carol Register) made new stage curtains. She and Bill worked alongside many other volunteers to renovate the 
Hoying Gym. The Huhmans, alongside other school and parish families, knocked down the north wall of the gymnasium and added 
bleachers, concessions, and locker rooms. Caroline managed concessions for twenty years and inspired the Caroline Huhman 
Dedication Award, recognizing outstanding female athletes. 

The Huhmans were known for their elaborate Nativity and Christmas village. For many years, they invited the Sacred Heart 
kindergarten class to their home to view the display and enjoy cookies and punch while they listened to the Christmas story.

Bill died August 17, 2006, and Caroline passed February 14, 2009. 

John L. Herring ‘62
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David Dick ‘80

Joe Fischer inspires others through his service, generosity, and love for the parish, school, and 
community. He grew up in Sedalia and attended Saint Patrick’s and Sacred Heart. He graduated from 
Smith-Cotton High School in 1976 and continued his education at Central Missouri State University, 
earning a degree in Marketing and Management. 

Out of college, Joe worked for Castle and Cooke, Inc. (a California-based fruit and vegetable 
conglomerate) for five years. From there, he returned to his beloved hometown to work in his family’s 
business, Fischer Concrete. He eventually owned and operated ten concrete plants and a Burlington 
limestone quarry in West Central Missouri. Today, he is one of the managing members of Prairie Hollow 
Development Company, LLC, and TARA Industries, LLC (a biofuels energy company). Joe is a former 
chairman of the Missouri Ready Mix Concrete Association, the Sedalia Area Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Sedalia-Pettis County United Way.

Joe and his late wife, Susan O’Brien Fischer, were capital campaign co-chairs for the 2005 Sacred Heart high school and gymnasium 
addition. Their dedication to the mission inspired others to join the parish’s most extensive capital campaign, thereby updating facilities 
and investing in future generations. In his 27 years as a Sacred Heart School parent, Joe consistently helped out wherever needed (and 
still does, even though all of his children have graduated), whether it be serving in the concession stands, coaching a volleyball team, or 
leading a Sacred Heart Foundation Annual Fund Drive effort. 

Joe is married to Gloria Angel Fischer and is the father of four daughters, all proud graduates of Sacred Heart School: Rachel ‘10, Claire 
‘12, Mary ‘15, and Mariana Restrepo ‘23. 

Joe serves on the boards of the Sacred Heart School Foundation, the Sedalia Heritage Foundation, the State Fair Community College 
Foundation, and the Liberty Center Association for the Arts. 

According to recently retired Sacred Heart School President Dr. Mark Register, “Joe Fischer is extremely bright, highly successful, and 
fair and clear-thinking. He is the type of parent that Catholic Schools need to survive. Joe cared deeply about the well-being and quality 
of his children’s education. He continues to advocate for the same high standards and benefits for all children at Sacred Heart. He is a 
true servant leader for Sacred Heart School, St. Vincent de Paul Parish, and the greater Sedalia community. I am proud to call him my 
friend and to have been able to work alongside him for so many happy years.”

David Dick comes from a long line of proud and dedicated Gremlins. His mother, Anna Mae 
Welliver Dick, Class of 1949, attended all 12 years at Sacred Heart. His father, Donald E. Dick, 
graduated in 1953. Albert Dick, David’s grandfather, also attended Sacred Heart School from 
first through eighth grades, graduating in 1920.  

David attended Sacred Heart from grades 1 through 12, graduating in 1980. He earned an 
associate’s degree in Farm Management from State Fair Community College and a bachelor’s 
degree in Animal Science from Central Missouri State University (now UCM). David is the 
owner/operator of Springfork Valley Farms. He has spent over 40 years serving in leadership 
positions in the beef industry at the local, state, and national levels. David was appointed 
Assistant Beef Cattle Superintendent (1989-1991), then Superintendent (1991-2022) for the Missouri State Fair. He also was 
appointed Livestock Superintendent from 2000-2022. He is Past President and a Missouri Cattlemen’s Association member, 
serving on several award-winning calf-working teams. David was elected to the Pettis County Cattlemen’s board, becoming 
board President in 1991. David joined the Missouri Cattlemen’s Association State Board of Directors in 1993. He remained on 
the board for over 20 years. In addition to this service, David has had a long and active history with the Missouri Beef Industry 
Council.  

As an individual with seemingly endless energy, David Dick has been an effective leader in county politics over the years. He has 
been Flat Creek Township Committeeman since 1982. David served on the Pettis County Soil and Water Conservation District 
from 2000 to 2016. He has been Treasurer of the Pettis County Republican Committee since 2002. Finally, being encouraged 
by friends and neighbors, David ran for and was elected as Pettis County Commissioner in 2014 and re-elected in 2018.

David is a lifelong member of Sacred Heart/St. Vincent de Paul Parish. Over the years, he has been involved with the Parish 
Bazaar and various committees, including the Worship and Spiritual Life Commission, Parish Council (from 1990 to 2002), 
Administration Commission, and School Advisory Council. David was reappointed to the Parish Council and was serving as 
President when the three parishes formed St. Vincent DePaul parish. David has also served in numerous volunteer roles 
representing our parish at the diocesan level. David has served in leadership capacities within the Sacred Heart School Alumni 
Association, including his work co-authoring History of Sacred Heart High School (1941-1992).

Joseph M. Fischer
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ANSWERING 
THE CALL
REVEREND CHRISTOPHER A. HOFFMANN 
ORDAINED TO PRIESTHOOD 
PHOTOS AND EXCERPT OF THE STORY PRINTED WITH PERMISSION BY JAY NIES, THE CATHOLIC MISSOURIAN.

Cathedral bells rang joyfully at the Cathedral of St. Joseph in Jefferson City 
on June 1, 2024, following the ordination of Christopher Hoffmann ‘11 to the 
priesthood and Mr. Gregory Clever to the diaconate. This was the first time 
in recent memory that a bishop in this diocese ordained both a priest and a 
transitional deacon at the same Mass.

“I pray that through the Immaculate Heart of Mary, our Diocesan Patroness, 
you and I may serve faithfully, along with our brother priests, to shepherd 
our Church in the joy of the Gospel and with a profound sense of gratitude 
for His merciful love,” Bishop McKnight told Fr. Hoffmann before ordaining 
him a priest. “If your ministry is to be fruitful, it must flow from your interior 
communion with Christ, which makes us capable of being sent from Him 
to serve others — sent not from our egos or even our good intentions, but 
from Him.”

At his ordination, like all priests, Fr. Hoffmann made promises to Bishop 
McKnight and to all the people of God. He vowed to be in communion with 
his brother priests, to be a fellow worker in the vineyard of the Lord, and 
to care for all the people of God. He also promised to preach and teach 
the word of God as it has been handed down through the Catholic Church 
through the ages and to continue in the unbreakable line of tradition. Un-
derstanding the Church’s authority over sacramental liturgies, he vowed to 
celebrate these liturgies faithfully and reverently, especially the Eucharist 
(the Mass) and the sacrament of reconciliation, all for the glory of God and 
the sanctification of His people.

Fr. Hoffmann also promised to pray for the people entrusted to him, con-
cretely doing so by praying the Divine Office daily. He vowed, with God’s 
help, to unite himself with Christ the High Priest and to be consecrated to 
God, not merely for himself, but for the salvation of all. He promised re-
spect and obedience to the current bishop and his successors as a sign of 
his understanding of the Church’s hierarchy and traditions. By making these 
promises, he embraced the importance of the three offices of the priest: to 
sanctify (offer the sacraments and pray for the people), to teach (primarily 
by preaching and also by connecting the culture and happenings of the day 
to the Gospel message), and to govern (the administrative work that keeps 
the church active, relevant, and available to the people of God).

Following the procession, Fr. Hoffmann gave his first priestly blessing to 
Bishop McKnight. Bishop Emeritus John R. Gaydos, who led the diocese from 

Fr. Hoffmann carries the 

Most Blessed Sacrament 

down the main thoroughfare 

through downtown Sedalia 

during a Eucharistic 

Procession on June 2, the 

Solemnity of the Most Holy 

Body and Blood of Christ.  

Photo by Jay Nies



The gesture of laying on of hands is the ancient sign for bestowing 
the gift of the Holy Spirit. This gesture by the bishop, together with 
the Prayer of Ordination that follows, constitutes the essential act of 
ordination. The laying on of hands by the other priests is a prayer 
for strength and grace from the Holy Spirit, and manifests the unity 
of the presbyteral college.

Fr. Hoffmann presided over the June 2 Spanish Mass at St. Patrick 
Chapel.
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1997 to 2018 and accepted Fr. Hoffmann into priestly 
formation, received Fr. Hoffmann’s second blessing. 
“You never know what God is going to do if you keep 
your heart open to Him,” said Bishop Gaydos.

Traditionally, on the evening of ordination or the fol-
lowing day, a new priest returns to his home parish to 
give thanks to all who have assisted him on his jour-
ney of discernment to the priesthood and to celebrate 
Mass for them. Fr. Hoffmann returned to St. Vincent 
de Paul Parish in Sedalia on June 2 to preside over the 
10 a.m. Mass in English at Sacred Heart Chapel and 
the 11:30 a.m. Mass in Spanish at St. Patrick Chapel. 
Since it was Corpus Christi Sunday, Fr. Hoffmann car-
ried the Blessed Sacrament in the monstrance from 
Saint Patrick to Sacred Heart, followed by Benediction 
and Reposition. After Reposition, around 300 guests 
gathered at Sacred Heart School for a parish picnic 
reception.

Fr. Hoffmann was raised Catholic in Sedalia. He at-
tended Mass every Sunday with his parents, John and 
Linda Hoffmann, and younger brother, Patrick ‘13. 
He attended Sacred Heart School from kindergarten 
through high school. He then attended Iowa State 
University before enrolling at Conception Seminary in 
northwestern Missouri. In 2024, Fr. Hoffmann gradu-
ated from the Pontifical College Josephinum with a 
Master of Divinity, Bachelor of Sacred Theology, and 
Hispanic Ministry Field Education Certificate.

“Priestly ordination, an amazing gift and huge step, is 
just the beginning of the next chapter of my life,” said 
Fr. Hoffmann. “I am still growing, learning, and being 
drawn more to give God my daily ‘yes.’ I do not know 
everything. I am still a sinner, and I still like to play Ma-
rio Kart, but as a priest, I am called to bring Jesus into 
every situation I encounter. I am called to lay down my 
life for my sheep and bring Jesus to others and others 
to Jesus. I would like to thank my biological, parish, 
and school families for their support and prayers over 
the years and all those who formed me spiritually, 
humanly, pastorally, and academically. Prayers from 
many people, some I will never know, have helped 
strengthen me along this difficult journey. Please con-
tinue to pray for me, for all those in formation for Holy 
Matrimony, the Priesthood, and for Religious Life, and 
encourage young people to trust God’s call in their 
lives. Know that you all remain in my prayers!”



Dr. Mark Register ‘75, a former administrator at Sacred Heart School, was 
among the many faithful who received a priestly blessing at the ordination 
reception.
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Fr. Hoffmann receives the offertory gifts from his parents, John and Linda Hoffmann, during the June 2 Mass of Thanksgiving. 

Fr. Hoffmann’s first assignment as a priest in the 
Diocese of Jefferson City is Associate Pastor at Our 
Lady of Lourdes in Columbia and to assist the pastor of 
Sacred Heart Parish in Columbia with Hispanic Ministry.

Father Hoffmann’s mailing address is: 
Our Lady of Lourdes c/o Father Christopher Hoffmann
903 Bernadette Dr.
Columbia, MO 65203

Scan the QR code for more 
photos and articles from 
The Catholic Missourian
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Sacred Heart High School’s 80th baccalaureate and commencement ceremony, held May 19,  
celebrated the 28 seniors of the Class of 2024. Fr. Joe Corel presided at the Baccalaureate Mass, 
which coincided with Pentecost Sunday.

 “At the beginning of this school year, we celebrated an all-school Mass, where we asked the Holy 
Spirit to come down upon us during this school year and allow us to be led by the Same Holy Spirit,” 
said Fr. Joe in his homily. “How appropriate we ask the Holy Spirit at the beginning of the academic 
year and end with your graduation asking the Holy Spirit to lead us. The whole enterprise of the 
Catholic school is to help students become all God wants them to become and to have faith and 
trust in Him that He truly wants the best for them. He answers how to find joy, peace, and happiness. 
Follow the will of the Father as the Son did. The Holy Spirit will help us seek and know the will of the 
Father.”

Ms. Jane McMullin ‘87, chosen by the class as the commencement speaker, said the only things we 
leave with when we depart this earth are our character and integrity. “Success is out there waiting 
for you,” she said. “It’s not measured with fame or wealth but in what kind of person you become and 
how you help others and improve the world around you.”

Class of 2024 Highlights:
•	 100% graduation rate
•	 Ten of the 28 graduates earned summa cum laude, with a GPA of 3.9 and above 
•	 Average GPA of 3.6, surpassing the national average of 3.0 
•	 Eight signed to play collegiate sports 
•	 One signed to join band/choir
•	 78% completed one or more college courses
•	 343 hours of college credit (collectively) received by SHS graduates
•	 $2,101,800 offered in scholarships and $1,240,200 will be utilized
•	 13 attended SHS since kindergarten
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